254         MEMOIRS   OF   WILLIAM  HICKEY

the Aurora Frigate, as supervisors general of all the Com-
pany's Oriental possessions, of course, with unlimited
powers, all three of whom had faithfully promised to pro-
vide for me; that having absurdly deprived myself of such
an opportunity of being essentially served was most un-
fortunate, and all I had for it was to endeavour to regain
my station at Madras before the supervisors left it; that all
the Company's ships of the season had already sailed, but
he understood one of His Majesty's vessels would be sent
off with dispatches within a month, respecting which he
would make further enquiries.

I could not feel otherwise than vexed at having lost so
extraordinary an advantage as the patronage of the super-
visors. Subsequently, however, it turned out that the
hopes of benefiting by their means would never have been
realized. The Aurora made a rapid and line passage to
the Good Hope, where they stopped for a supply of fresh
provisions and, water, being uncommonly crowded with
passengers. She left the Cape in as high order in every
respect as any ship that ever put to sea, and never was
heard of more, although vessels were sent in every direction
in search of her. The general opinion therefore was that
she must have been destroyed by fire. Upwards of four
hundred persons perished in her.

About ton clays after my arrival my father one day camo
home in great haste to say he had just received undoubted
information that the Dolphin sloop of war would sail for
the East Indies in a week, under the command of Captain,
(afterwards Sir Digby) Dent, a gentlemaa he was un-
acquainted with,, but would write to my old friend, Captain
Gambior, and Admiral Sir Samuel Cornish, to interfere in
my favour. Captain Gambicr, in answer, said ho knew
nothing of Dent, and could not apply ; Sir Samuel had only
a slight knowledge of him. Ho however gave me a letter
to Captain Dent, and therein said ho should consider it a
favour done to himself if ho would take me out to Madras.
This letter I left at Captain Dent's, being told he was not
at home, and afterwards called three different times with-